
March Meetings 
Our second meeting for March was cancelled due to 
the Covid-19 outbreak. Meetings for the foreseeable 
future are suspended until the current restrictions on 
social gatherings are removed. At the earlier meeting 
we were pleased to hear that progress is continuing 
with preparation of the text entries to accompany the 
mapped locations. We hope that some of you, perhaps 
having a little free time on your hands, can continue 
the background work and progress will be maintained. 
Communications between the individual mapping team 
members is reasonably well established. To help the 
volunteer groups keep in touch the Land of Oak & Iron 
Trust has set up a secure messaging service, details of 
which are contained in the section below. 
It is not clear how long we will be affected by the 
current situation. However, we will be keeping in touch 
and seeking, with your help, to make progress with the 
project. We wish you all good health. We know that 
with your support and a little ingenuity we will find 
ways to keep connected.  
 
Land of Oak & Iron Secure Messaging Service 
• What it is? The service will allow all of the Land of 

Oak & Iron volunteers to keep in touch and share 
information with each other. We have been donated 
use of a business software package called “Guild”. In 
addition to an “all volunteers group” we are creating 
additional groups, for example, connecting teams 
working on specific projects.  

• Why haven’t we used Facebook or Whatsapp? We 
have considered using these social media platforms 
previously. A number of people refuse to use them, 
being unhappy about the degree to which these 
social apps have access to personal information, 
how it may be used, and where it might be shared. 
By using a business focused package, that can only 
be joined by invitation, we feel we have provided a 
messaging service which Trust members and 
volunteers can use with confidence. You can read 
more about “Guild” on their website here. 

• How to use Messaging Service. The messaging 
package can be used on  mobile devices, laptop or 
desk computers. The first thing  to do is join Guild. 

• How to join Guild. You will receive an email inviting 
you to join one of the Land of Oak & Iron messaging 
groups. Two options are shown, You can join Guild 

as a new member or login as an existing member.  
Follow the on-screen prompts to join Guild and the 
messaging group. A step by step guide can be found 
here if you would like guidance. 
Please note that you will receive separate invitations 
for each messaging group you are invited to become 
a member of and will need to  accept or otherwise 
for each group. 

• Using Guild. We would ask that you show respect 
for other users by not posting obscene or offensive 
material, or expressing political views other than 
those directly relevant to the social and economic 
history of our area. Please use this service only for 
Land of Oak & Iron  related items. You can set up 
your own free Guild personal account for other 
purposes, if you wish. 
At the bottom of the app screen (bottom left on a 
computer) you will see 5 buttons on the navigation 
bar. Use these to navigate the app.  To start a new 
conversation topic with the group click on the 
+CONVERSATION button, this will be visible to all of 
the group. To join in with an existing conversation 
simply click on the conversation title and add your 
message at the bottom of the conversation page. All 
messages within a conversation are grouped for 
ease of retrieval. You can alternatively select the DM 
navigation button to send a message to another of 
your contacts which will only be visible to those in 
the DM conversation. 

• Transferring or sharing larger files. 
Whilst Guild permit files of up to 40Mb to be 
uploaded in a conversation we would ask that any 
files greater that 1Mb are shared using WeTransfer 
or via a link to one of your own Cloud storage 
locations (e.g. GoogleDrive or MS OneDrive), with 
the appropriate sharing and security settings. 

• If you need help. In addition to the step-by-step 
mentioned above, you can obtain support from 
Team Guild - who you will have received a welcome 
DM from when you joined Guild. Click on the DM 
button in the navigation bar to find this message. 
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Covid-19 virus has affected the normal life of people across the planet. Physical meetings are suspended 
and describe below are the measures we have taken to help the mapping group keep functioning.  

Last month we looked at  early iron and steel processing in the Derwent Valley. This month we focus on a 
specific location and it’s influence on the Land of Oak & Iron in the 19th and 20th Centuries. 

Contact: 
Email: landofoakandiron@groundwork.org.uk 
Telephone:  01207 524881 
Portal:  
http://www.landofoakandironlocalhistoryportal.org.uk/index.asp 

https://guild.co/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1X5TvZbQFA0o9cZpzXPegDZm8Xpv9EYdA/view?usp=sharing
https://wetransfer.com/
mailto:landofoakandiron@groundwork.org.uk
http://www.landofoakandironlocalhistoryportal.org.uk/index.asp


Iron and Steel Manufacturing in Consett 
Discovery of ironstone at No.1 coal mine in Consett lead 
to the formation of the Derwent Iron Company in 1840. 
In the area were ample supplies of  coal, used in the 
extraction of iron from the ore, which could be obtained 
cheaply. A period of rapid industrial growth followed. 
By 1846 the Company had erected blast furnaces and 
iron works in the Consett area at Berry Edge 
(NZ100505), Crookhall (NZ118510 ) and Leadgate/
Bradley (NZ121520).   
In April 1864 following a period of financial difficulties 
the Consett Iron Company (CIC) was formed and 
purchased the assets of iron works. In 1866 CIC bought 
out the Shotley Bridge Iron Company, also known as the 
Tin Mill (NZ099511), and all  iron making operations 
were concentrated at the Consett Site. 
The late 1870s saw a severe depression affect trade. CIC 
had been producing 2,000 tons per week of malleable 
iron rails but the market ceased following the adoption 
of steel rails. CIC output was reduced by a third and they 
focused on making iron plate for ships, which was in 
high demand. 
1882 saw the introduction of steel-making at Consett 
and, with additional equipment installed over the 
following 5 years, by 1887 the site had capability to 
make 3,500 tons of liquid steel per week. 
A snapshot of the Company in 1893 lists: 7 blast 
furnaces; cogging, plate and angle mills; 1 foundry (for 
castings up to 150 tons); a brickworks (producing 
120,000 bricks per week - used for furnace lining) plus 
various workshops, laboratories, engine and waggon 
shops. 10 collieries, some with associated coke plants, 
are also included. In addition CIC owned a large number 
of houses throughout the area and provided 
employment for 6,000 workers. 
Despite the severe recession following World War I a 
programme of  modernisation and reconstruction was 
embarked on in the 1920s. A further programme of 
modernisation was carried out in the 1950s while the 
early 1960s saw the introduction of oxygen steel making 
(where air blast was replaced by oxygen blast) and the 
opening of a new plate mill at Hownsgill. 
In 1966 a proposed reorganisation of the British steel 
industry brought into question the viability of small      
(~1 million tons per year) steel making plants such as 
Consett. A further report in 1973 resulted in a plan to 
completely reorganise the industry with a clear direction 
of concentrating UK steel production at the several large 
coastal sites. 
On 12th September 1980 the Consett works was closed, 
with the loss of 3,715 jobs, bringing to an end the era of 
iron and steel making in the Derwent Valley. 

Iron Ore  
By the early 1840s, just a few years after iron making 
had started, local ore supplies were almost exhausted 
and that which remained was uneconomical to mine. 
From 1843 ore was sourced from Eston Mines 
(NZ564183), near Middlesbrough, and Cumbria and was 
delivered by rail to Consett.  

CIC, in conjunction with several other iron Companies, 
was party to the formation of the Orconera Iron 
Company in 1872. This saw high iron content ore being 
mined in northern Spain and transported to Consett via 
the River Tyne and the railway. This supply route 
resulted in CIC becoming the owners of several ships; 
carrying ore from Spain and returning with a cargo of 
coal. All except one of those ships were lost during 
service of the war effort by late 1943. The remaining 
ship was sold in 1947. 
The Consett site continued to use ore from several 
countries until it closed. 

Coal and Coke  
By the 1890s CIC owned 9 collieries, in and around 
Consett, producing around 1.3 million tons of coal per 
year. Much of this coal was processed into 500,000 tons 
of coke, required for steel production, through 1050 
beehive coke ovens. Examples of this type of coke oven 
may be seen at Whinfield, (NZ153582) near Rowlands 
Gill. This period also saw Chopwell colliery and coke 
ovens come into operation. Later, in 1912, Templetown 
coke plant, with 50 ovens, a tar plant and benzol 
refinery, started operations. By 1921  annual coal 
production had reached 2.25 million tons. 
Derwenthaugh coke works (NZ192616) construction 
started in 1922 with commissioning in 1929. Domestic 
coal gas, a by-product of coke production, was supplied 
to Newcastle an Gateshead Gas Company from this site.  
With nationalisation of the coal industry in 1947 the 
National Coal Board took over, from CIC, 7 collieries, 
Derwenthaugh and Crookhall coking plants, 4 power 
stations, 3,500 houses, and 50 miles of railway track 
with associated rolling stock. 

Limestone 
Limestone is used as a flux in iron and steel making to 
aid the removal of impurities in the form of slag. 
Much of the limestone used by CIC was sourced from 
the Stanhope area in the Wear Valley. 

Transport to and from Consett 
A major factor in the eventual demise of the Consett 
plant was the cost of transporting materials. In the late 
1850s the annual tonnages were estimated to be: 
Finished goods - in excess of 160,000 tons, iron ore and 
limestone - well in excess of 5 million tons, Coal - in 
excess of 550,000 tons. 
Most of that transport was by rail. By looking at the rail 
systems on some of the older OS maps it is clear how 
extensive the network that supported the site was. 

What remains? 
Very little physical evidence remains. The town of 
Consett, 40 years after the plant’s closure, is still 
considered to be recovering. Working with other local  
heritage groups, such as Consett and District Heritage 
Initiative, the Land of Oak & Iron aims to preserve the 
memories of this hugely influential enterprise for future 
generations to understand. 
(figures in italics are OS map references which may 
viewed on the NLS website at, https://maps.nls.uk/os/) 

Coming up: 

All meetings are suspended until further notice. 

To join the secure messaging service please send an 
e-mail to landofoakandiron@groundwork.org.uk 
requesting that we include you in the group. 

 

https://maps.nls.uk/os/
mailto:landofoakandiron@groundwork.org.uk

